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Alex McAleer (a.k.a. Alexander Marsh) 
gave a lecture on May 6 that 

Rob Fishbaum (a.k.a. Fish the Magish) 
predicted everyone would love. 

 
In 2013, Alex joined the ensemble illusion 

show Champions of Magic performing over 
five hundred shows across Canada, the 
United States, Mexico, and the United King-
dom, including London’s West End. As I 
write this, he is currently performing his own 
one-man show in Toronto at The Lighthouse 
ArtSpace and there are three performances 
remaining until May 12. Then, he heads 
back to perform shows in the U.K. I snagged 
tickets for opening night, and it was a solid 
show from start to finish. 

His first offering for our group was with 
a pack of ESP (Zener) cards. The magician 
and participant alternate dealing five sym-

bols and, upon turning them over, it appears 
the participant has predicted the order in 
which the magician would deal the cards. 
Alex then showed a version for walk-around 
where you hand your phone to someone and 
three other helpers each tell the magician to 
stop shuffling at any time, resulting in three 
symbols being selected. The three stopped-
at cards are shown to match a picture on the 
phone. 

Next was a coin routine based on Alex’s 
routine “Hot.” This effect enables you to de-
duce which side a participant has flipped fol-
lowing a coin toss. To this he has added a 
clever prediction aspect in which you can 
show you previously wrote the word 
“heads” or “tails” on a dollar bill. 

He went on to explain that, using the same 
dollar bill configuration, you could do a 
semi-hands-off “Bills Across” routine, since 
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Alex, on why the billet switch matters.
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the preparation would enable you to count a 
stack as either three bills or five bills. 

The hour following the break was all 
about billets, specifically Alex’s preferred 
peeking practices. In order to do this, you 
write a message on a business card that takes 
up all the space except for the bottom right 
quadrant. Alex’s message is typically the fol-
lowing, “Please write any short English word 
_________.” If you are handing out several 
and wish to keep track of who wrote what, 
right before the line you can put a dash to 
represent person number one, a colon for per-
son number two, and an ellipsis for person 
number three. Alex then demonstrated the ef-
fect that he currently uses to open his show, 
using two billets in two envelopes and two 
audience members. Following this, he added 
a third billet in envelope with a switch in-
volving a flapless envelope. Each routine 
was well constructed and very clever. By the 
time the second hour was up, I wanted to dig 
into Corinda and Annemann to uncover hid-
den gems I had overlooked simply because 
they involved billets. If it’s an illusionist’s job 
to “talk away the box,” then it is the mental-

Alex, selling merchandise and signing autographs for 
Ring 17 after the lecture while the crowd gathers.

ist’s duty to “talk away the billets” – some-
thing that Mr. McAleer does magnificently.  

At the conclusion of Alex’s lecture it was 
clear to everyone that Rob’s prediction had 
come true. 

For lovers of mentalism, please check out 
Alex’s site at www.the1914.com. He has 
items for sale, including the aforementioned 
“Hot” and a comprehensive Billet Master 
Class. Follow Alex on Instagram @alexthe-
mindreader.                                  David Peck 

 
Submitting Ring Events 
 
News of your Ring Events published in The Linking Ring lets magicians 

around the world know about your Ring’s activities and gives members inter-
national exposure.  

How to submit news of your Ring’s special activities? Submit your article 
as a Microsoft Word document, and send photos as medium- to high-resolu-
tion jpegs. Please do not embed your photographs in a Word document. 
Attach them as separate jpegs or in a Zip or Stuffit file. Photos embedded in 
Word documents cannot be used. We recommend taking lots of pictures and 
submitting only your very best photos. 

Special activities, such as shows, banquets, conventions, or community 
fundraising projects sponsored by your Ring are considered Ring Events and 
should be e-mailed to  Dr. Steven Schlanger at ringreports@magician.org. 
Type “Ring Event” as the e-mail subject. 

Please note: Write-ups of your monthly Ring meetings are considered 
Ring Reports and should also be e-mailed to Dr. Steven Schlanger at 
RingReports@magician.org.
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